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Planet Goes Quarter !y & Cuts To 96 Pages 
"Two Complete S~A Books" &

— / r^ i—/z/ops /no-/-
JACK O’ SULLIVAN

Stanford, Conn., 1 March, 
(CUTS) - The next issue of 
Pfeaqt (ordinarily July) 
will be called the, Summer 
issue and will go on salo 
June 1st. * Planet wjll bo 
quarterly .commencing with' 
t'xo Summer issue; it will 
also carry 96 pages rather 
tlm 112 €, If sales pick 
up I’m sure Planet will go 
bi-monthly once again. And 
of course, the reasons for 
going quarterly are finan­
cial; perhaps the longer 
soiling period affored a 
quarterly shall help.

Planet will remain a 
pulp; there are nd plans 
to make it digest-size and 
Increase the price. 'Hie' 
cover format o f the May 
(nor? o n the news stands) 
issue is a sort of trial 
balloon; if we receive en- 
Ough favorable comment we 
ifiall mako it the perman­
ent format-y The Summer is­
sue will return to the old 
cover format;, perhaps the 
Pall issue-may resume with 
the new cover format. Can­
not tell yet, however.

Subject to minor cliangA 
as, here are contents of 
Summer planet: long novel 

(concluded on page 3)

Discontinued
STORIES

SUSPEEDED
Thrust on, Ill, 25 February 
(CMS) .Bea Kahaf fey an­
nounced today that her s-f 
magazine, Science 4torios, 
has sus pended publication 
with the current issue, 
but that Palmer’s other- 
three publications will- 
con tinue.- In her state­
ment to Fantasy-TLues, she 
said: "This will in no way 
affect the other three 
magazines. Fate will con­
tinue as a monthly under 
Clark Publishing, and Un­
iverse and Mystic will ap­
pear bi-monthly, during 
alternate months, under 
the Palmer Pa bl icatio n 
banner. Let’s face, it, the 
market is rough, and maga­
zines are dying right and 
left. I t was a case of 
letting one Of the maga­
zines go, and of the two 
stf mags, Universe . shows 
the-most promise. Stories 
scheduled for the June 
Seience Stories will ap- 
pear in the September or 
October Universe.

Miss Mahaffey is tak- 
(concluded on page 3)

E-E Plus"
To/ds

New York, NY, 24 February, 
(CNS)”J Hugo Ccmsbaok’s 
third adventure in science 
fiction magazines is over. 
He announced that his lat­
est, Science Fiction Plus, 
has temporarily suspended 
publication as of tho Doc. 
195U issue* He stated th­
at- his reasons for folding 
the mag is to be found in 
the editorial of that is­
sue. The editorial roads 
in part? "G*oolhe sad fact 
id that the circulation of 
today’s representative sc­
ience-fiction magazines is 
below 100,000 ----- most Of
them' averaging around 60,- 
000, . .

Our reporters investi­
gating the matter have 
come up with ’ some inter­
esting the unconfirmed 
items. They state tliat 
during the issuing of the 

(concluded on page 3)
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1553 III SCIENCE FICTIONMl

by Thoras S. Gardner___

Part Three

'/UPD TALES (6 issues), 
This magazine has gone 
Small size without appre­
ciable improvement in qu­
ality* The covers are the 
best part of the magazine* 
Best are ’.Torrell’s "Once 
There ’./as A Little Girl"; 
Couns olman’s "Night Court" 
a n d. again, Oounselman’s 
"’Jay Station", ■ Reprints 
are not considered, and are 
better than average*

nut:^ SCIENCE fiction, 
(o Issues), In spite of 
tlie poor quality paper and 
poor covers, this magazine 
lias quite readable stories 
at times, ‘ Highlights are: 
Si: lair* s " * •. .And The Truth 
Shall Hake You Free"; An— 
dors on’s "Gouri er Of Cliaos" 
Tenn* s "Liberation Of 
Earth"; . liacLean* s "Where 
Or Ellen?" and Be Vet’s 
"Countercheck".

XZllGHTATIONjll issues) 
This ragazine is the big­
gest surprise of the year, 
From bo la/ average, it has 
improved until the |ust 
si:: monfns is above averA 
ago, with some top stories 
published during the year* 
I'shall mention only two: 
Holden’s "The Time Armada" 
Wliich is a very good soci­
ological study i n many 
ways, and for sheer humor, 
Crosby’s "Holl Out The 
RoLov" i s the best I’ve 
seen in a long time* 0 h 
yes, I must mention the 
psychological study of st A 
>ess,IIeinlein*s"Sky Lift", 
Tho d-litor of Imagination 
is io bo congratulated for | 
2

pulling out of a hole into 
a very readable magazine. 
If he keeps up Imagination 
could easily come out near 
the big boys soon* Last 
six months of the year re- 
commended for majority of 
stories,

VORTEX (2 issues). This 
ragazine is an experiment 
in a large number of short 
short stories,and is some­
what better than the read­
ers I have talked with 
think it is, It is not 
good—but also ii^t putrid. 
It must improve if it is 
to get into the quality 
class of the lower ratings

*1 MW

F.PTT/BgiC UNIVERSE SCIA 
jITCP JIO^^ (3 issues). 
Stories better, than aver­
age for the most part, but 
needs a more realistic at­
titude On price, Ferrat’s 
"The Sane Jian Of Satan" is 
unusual,

COSIIOS SCIENCE FICTION, 
(2 issues), Below average 
in quality, with a few of 
somewhat better quality, 
Harris’ "Expatriate" is a 
fantasy weird* N* R. *s 
"Torran Menace" needs more 
than the gimmick used to 
bo good, Anderson’s "The 
Troublemakers" probably 
the best,

SPACLWAY (1 issue) Hun­
ter’s "The Glad Season" 
best; and most above aver­
age •

SCIENCE FICTION STORIES 
(1 issue). Pease’s "The 
Jay Of Decision" is very 
good,’All average and some 
above,

ORBIT (1 issue) Better 
than expected* "B. P.From

Tomorrow" by h'^io? ds in­
teresting; Brandes •' "Luana 
Of The Gardens "rat her bea­
utifully done in parts,

ROCKET STORIES (3 is­
sues ) • A good try but tho 
market was against this 
magazine. Best is Cox’s 
"Apprentice To The Lamp?, 
All stories readable,

MYSTIC (1 issue) Phui|

SCIENCE FICTION PLUS. 
(7 issues) This magazine 
has had the most fantast­
ically good make-up ever 
to a^^ar in a profession­
al science - fiction maga­
zine, The best story was 
Oliver’s "Hands Across 
Space". Also the greatest 
disappointment of the year 
was L eins tor’s "Ni ghtmare 
Planet", presumanly a se­
quel to his "Red Dust" and 
"Mad Planet". The latter 
two are better written, 
better plotted, and show 
charac te r de velopment of 
the two main ones, Burl 
and Saya, Unfortunately 
Leinster and the editors 
of SF Plus deserve rotten 
eggs for not keeping any 
continuity putting Burl 
back into juvenile charac­
ter, and a very childish, 
and stupid method of writ­
ing in short, jerky‘send 
tenses' for this story. Lot 
us hope that if the series 
is considered for book 
publication that the bool: 
editor will coerce Leins­
ter into doing a good job 
by writing a brand 
story and simply forget­
ting "Nightmare Planet" 
altogether.

SCIENCE FICTION WE­
EKLY (4 issues). Average 
to slightly better* Rec—



amended, Jones* "'’•Inter­
mission Time” as best.

Hoad C- ,r dner ’ s c one luding 
coixionts on ”1953 In Sci­
ence Fiction” in our next 
is sue , _ 1 -eds

goes . quarterl y
(concluded from page 1)

.about demigods by Ray Gal- 
. run; short stories by Poul

wilders on; Wins t on Marks ;
Jrf“ Chas,’

• -Stearns; Rob ert Sneokley; 
and Bryce Vaitoxv

’ i Two Complete Science- 
Adveytyro.Books, magazine . 
lias 'ds^dhti^ publica-

*tibn»^,I als.o doubt very 
'mi^ shall come out :
'again with Tops In Science'
Fiction.* Understand the 
yulp editiop fared better

’ -; than then di ge s t. size.; ■
As .toK .identifing ar-. 

t i sts : Pho 'Vizi graph • (May). 
stated that such would be > 

■ the c as e c aaae no ing wi t h 
' next ■issue,

. ' 'sCr-UCE.' STORIES 
(concluded from page 1);

'ihg’di vacation from the 
Palmer magazines,,. during 
the month of April and 
w ill visit her home in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.,._____ _

SCI. MCE FICTION PLUS 
(concluded from page 1)

last issue, October 6th, 
1953 and the suspension 
announcement, Gernsback
had tried hard to obtain a 
new and cheaper printer, 
and that for a time it 
looked as if the magazine 
might have continued with 
some changes in paper and 
format* It.seems that at 
the las|. minute the deal 

FE11 through. They also 
state that while the maga­
zine -never published A n 
the black, it- made a jump 
of W in circulation with 
its last' issues, and had 
it continued,it would have 
been successful. They 
point ’out that it takes a 
great deal more money to 
put out a magazine of'that 
size than one o f -digest 
size and• that the breaking 
point ’i s 'thus that much 
higher*

;.7ith the folding o f 
Science Fiction .Hus, onee 
more the, field of s-f is 
left tp pulps and digests, 
with- only, a very few pulp 

. size. s holding on3
: It also.. f^tves field 
without _.a magazine with 
color interior illos and 
just about 'kills, . the plans 

•.of a few other publishers 
• who wore all sot to either 

pub 15,rh .new large size's-f- 
«nELg$zinbs, .or ■ increase 
their present mags to that 
size^had S. FPlus been suc­
cessful*_. ■ ■

BOCK REVIITTS_______ -

SRIIILIS* S. Fowler
.7ri ht,Abelard Press, .1954 

256 pp,, s?2»75,.

Although. , t h-e author af 
’’Spiders* War” displays a 
certain irritating smug­
ness in the incessant rc- 
i t erati on of’hi s Neander- 
thalOid Social and politi­
cal views,his novel never­
theless proves to be a 
fairly compelling bit of 
storytelling* Those read­
ers who can stomach the 
graph!c des c ri pt i on of hu­
man evisceration and quar­
tering set forth i n the

first two . chanters may 
find the story absorbing, 
although one 'hopes they 
will find themselves fre­
quently out o f sympathy 
with the author and his 
hero* ’’Spiders’ Uar” is 
not science-fiction in any 
Ordinary sense of the term 
(among other -thipgs,; it 
involves time - travel by 
magic—possibly as feasi­
ble a means of accomplish­
ing this unlikely.feat as 
any, however—and spiders 
enlarged t o the size of 
elephants without, corres­
ponding structural changes 
who gambol about the for­
ests of the far future as 
though they were '. qtill­
seeking miniscule prey a- 
mong the grass blades) but 
it is an interesting con­
temporary specimen of the 
outre adventure- fantasy of 
the Famous Fantastic Mvsr 
terics variety/,
.-Ui 11 iam. Blackboard

FANT AS Y-COMICS^

by Lane Stannard

(NOTE: All subscribers of 
Fantasy-Comicswill have 
their subs filled with is­
sues of F int asy -Ti mes, -ed)

Virgil Finlay illustrates 
a six-page &Gf cartoon st­
ory, ’’The Mad Planet” in 
the cur rente Apr- (rl9j 
issue of Mt-stexy In Space? 
A good story and those il­
los by Finlay are just a- 
bout tops,

A new science/fantasy com­
ic mag has come out in 
Mexico: FantasttcO: I t 
reprints from American s-f 
comics. The first issue, 
January reprints an issue 

(concluded on page 4)
S



FANTASY - TI1W 
CGIBINED WITH FANTASY- 
COMICS & S.F .NEUSS COPE

Published semi-monthly by 
FAiTDOH HOUSE* 

—mi । ■
RITES.t US', Canada & Mexico 
10(' a copy, 12 for $1 from 
Jaws V.’Taurasi, 137-05 
32nd Ave., Flushing 54, NY 
BRITISH RATES : 9 d. pe r c opy 
15s0d. per year from MIL— 
CROSS' BOOK SERVICE, 6 8 
Victoria St., LIVERPOOL 1, 
UGLAND, AUSTRALIAN RATES 
One Shilling per copy, 10 
Siiillin^ for 12 issues, & 
1 lb. for 24 issues, from 
ROGER HARD, 232 James St,, 
PERTH, '.ASTERN AUSTRALIA.

FANTASY-COIIICS 
{concluded from page 3)

Of Ayon’s Strange Worlds, 
while the 2nd issue, Feb­
ruary, reprints an issue 
Oz Frankenstein* In Span­
iel, of course*___________ _

IA1TTA3Y FORECASTS

The I lay is s ue of Fantasy &, 
Science Fiction, out about 
April 1st, will contain: 
the first part of a 3 part 
serial. ‘ ’’Star Lummox"by 
Robert A, Heinlein; plus: 
"A n Old-Fashioned Poker 
For Ay Uncle’s Head” b y 
liargot Bennett; "The Pio­
neer”- by Will.Stanton;”The 
Ginerbread Ilan" by Bal e 
Jennings; "The Airborne 
Buscritmer" b y Lysander 
Kaapf "Sl«98” b y Arthur 
-orgtru "Ghetto” by Poul 
binders on; "The Poundstone 
Pax<tGBx”by Roger Bee; plus 
"Recommended Reading" b y

- EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS -
I

We carry a full line of scarce out-of-print boo]®* 
magazines and a* large stock of over 250 different 
Tarzan movie photos. Also movie stills from science 

fantasy and horror films.

Send 10^ for our special collectors item Tarzan 
half-size comic book.

KISCH NEUS CO.
Box 1510 , Simi, Calif.

the editors* The cover is 
by Jack Coggins.

The Hay issue of Imagina­
tion Will contain: "The 
Giants From Outer Space”by 
Gooff St. Reynard; "Off- 

. Limits Planet" by Robert
Shockley; "Comic Santa 
Claus” by Daniel F. Galou- 
ye; "Prelude To Space" by 
Robert W. Haseltine; "Can­
cer 7/orld" by Harry Warnew 
Jr.; "Spies Die Hard" by 
Arnold Karmor; plus the 
regular features. Cover 
by H. W. McCauley; inter­
iors By McCauley and W. E.

.... ...... ...............................

"WTTASYATIMES" 
^Jumes V. Taurasi • < 
137-03 32nd Avenue 
Flushing 54, N.Y.

PRINTED MATTER ONLY
All Postage Guaranteed.

YES, FORREST J ACKERH1IT 
IS TWO-FACED

....and I have seen than 
both. He represents me as 
an author, and he’submits 
to me as an editor. I n 
both respects he is the 
only American agent I’vo 
dealt with from whom I’ve 
had every satisfaction and

really honest deal. For 
sincerity and integrity, 
give me Forry every time,

H. J. Campbell

| SUPPORT THE FaNVETSE

Franklin M Dietz Jr 197 
156 W Main St 
Kings Park LI, NY
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"Science (icfien... creates anti enters ...a world of new
(rentiers." J. Donald Adams In the New York Times Book Review

He says:

The rising popularity of science fiction among the cultural 
leaders of the nation, as well as among the people 
at large, is ample testimony of its vitality and maturity.

Engineers, physicians, chemists, statesmen, educators— 
they have all found pleasure and enlightenment 
in science fiction.

Now, J. Donald Adams, former editor of the New York 
Times Book Review, author and editor of its celebrated 
page 2, “Speaking of Books,” gives science fiction 
the accolade of the highest standards of literary criticism.

“Z am ... convinced that science 
fiction, in spite of the vast amount 
of silly and clumsy writing 
the genre has spawned, is deserving 
of the serious attention it is only 
now beginning to receive... . 
It is at once a literature of escape 
and one deeply and earnestly 
concerned with mankind’s present 
plight and its problematical 
future.”

The Magazine ef Fantasy and Science Fiction
570 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK



WORLD OUT OF MINDTHE founding of the science­
fiction book club Is a recogni­
tion of; the fact that Science- 

Fiction has won a place as an 
important new kind of literature 
—that it is a valuable addition to 
the library of every Imaginative 
reader. Science-Fiction has grown 
so fast it’s hard to keep up with 
It! How Is one to read the best 
new Science-Fiction books—with­
out wasting time and money wad­
ing through good and bad alike?

Now—The Cream of New Science-Fiction
Books —For Only $1.00 Each!

To enable you to enjoy the finest 
without worrying about the cost, 
the Club has arranged to bring 
you the best brand-new full- 
length books FOR ONLY $1. EACH 
(plus a few cents shipping charge) 
—even though they cost $2.50, 
$2.75 and up in publisher’s edi­
tions! Each month's selection is 
described in advance, in the Club's 
free bulletin, “Things to Come.” 
You take only those books you 
really want—as few as four a year, 
If you wish.

SEND NO MONEY—Just Mail Coupon

We know that you will enjoy 
membership In this unusual new 
book club, to prove It, we are 
making this amazing offer to new 
members! Your choice of any 3 of 
the new Science-Fiction master­
pieces described here—at only $1 
for all three. Two books are your 
gift for joining, and one is your 
first Club selection. This liberal 
offer may have to be withdrawn 
at any time. So mall coupon right 
now to:

SCIENCE-FICTION BOOK CLUB, 
Dept. MFSF-3, Garden City, N. Y.

By J. T. M'Intosh. (described 
on the other side of this page)

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE­
FICTION ANTHOLOGY

A “Thing” that becomes 
whatever it meets—plus many 
more best tales from 12 years 
of Astounding Science-Fiction 
Magazine, selected by editor 
John Campbell.

THE LONG LOUD SILENCE
By Wilson Tucker. Mississippi 
bridges are forever closed, to 
seal off you and a few thou­
sand •‘contaminated survivors 
Of the BLACK PLAGUE BOMBS. 
You're trapped in a ruthless, 
primitive new society!

WEST OF THE SUN
By Edgar Pangborn. Robinson 
Crusoe had it easy! This ship­
wrecked crew of 21st Century 
scientists is marooned on an 
unknown planet. . . billions of 
miles from earth!

THE CURRENTS OF SPACE
By Isaac Asimov. 500 million 
people on the planet Florina 
will die . . . unless warned in 
time. Only one man can save 
them . . . and he must first 
grow a new memory!

SANDS OF MARS
By Arthur C. Clarke. You're 
the first Earth-man to crash 
In the Martian desert . . . 
track down the strange foot­
prints . . . and find yourself 
face to face with—a martian!

WHICH 3
SCIENCE-FICTION BOOK CLUB
Dept. MFSF-3, Garden City, New York

Please rush me the 3 books checked below, as my gift books 
and first selection. Bill me only $1 for all three (plus few 
cents shipping charges), and enroll me as a member of the 
Science Fiction Book Club. Every month send me the Club's 
free bulletin, "Things to Come,” so that I may decide 
whether or not I wish to receive the coming monthly selec­
tion described therein. For each book I accept. I will pay 
only $1 plus shipping. I do not have to take a book every 

I month (only four during each year I am a member)—and I 
I may resign at any time after accepting four selections.

(SPECIAL NO-RISK GUARANTEE: if not delighted I may return 
all books In 7 days, pay nothing and this membership will 

| be cancelled!

IO Astounding Anthology O Sands of Mars
□ Currents of Space O West of the Sun
□ Long Loud Silence O World Out of Mind

Name....................................................................................................................................................
(Pleate. Print)

Address..............................................................................................................................................

City..........................................................................................Zone .... State..........................
Sei. price in Canada $1.10 plus shipping. Address Science-Fiction Club 
(Canada), 105 Bond, Toronto t. (Good only in U. S., Canada).



Has the
Invasion 
of Earth

ANY3

SEE OTHER 
SIDE FOR 

FULL DETAILS

his could be happening right 
now! Fifty thousand creatures 

from Outer Space infiltrate 
Earth’s society to prepare the 
way for invasion! They have 
human bodies. One of them is 

Raigmore. His assignment: to win the 
world’s highest office! He succeeds, the 
invasion fleet attacks—and Raigmore is 
chosen by the panicked nation to lead 
the defense!

You'll thrill to world out of mind. 
just one of the great new science-fiction 
books included in this amazing offer!

of these great new books of

saENCE-ncnoN
11 f * MEMBERSHIP

Imagine—any three of these rocket-swift, jet-propelled 
science-fiction books—yours for only $1.00!

Each one is crammed with science thrills of the future... 
packed with the imagination that will make tomorrow’s 
headlines... written by the most sought-after science-fiction 
writers of todaiy. A $7.50 to $9.00 value, complete and in hand- 

some permanent bindings—but yours for 
only $1.00 on this 
amazing offer.


